Intraoperative monitoring during vascular surgery.
The principal objectives of intraoperative monitoring are to improve perioperative outcome, facilitate surgery and reduce adverse events, using continuously collected data of cardiopulmonary,neurologic and metabolic function to guide pharmacologic and physiologic therapy. Although sophisticated and reliable apparatus may be used to collect these data they are useless, or even harmful, without proper interpretation. This article provides a comprehensive overview of recent publications on the history,philosophy, and semantics of monitoring.